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Using scissors is not the be-all-end-all of a child’s success in school!  However, it is important that children master the ability to use scissors not only so they can confidently participate in crafty projects throughout their education, but also to help develop their hands.  Scissors are one of the easiest, most motivating, versatile activities your child can do because scissors help to develop several components of fine motor skills:





Help your child make the most of his/her fine motor skills – use SCISSORS!!
Scissors position: thumb and tall man (NOT pointer finger) in loops up to first knuckle, pointer finger resting comfortably on shaft, both paper and scissors hands thumbs-up.

Verbal cues you can use: 
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If you child can make


multiple snips:


Cut gummy bears in half and stick at the top of paper – cut up to get the treat!


Put reinforcers/desirable objects in envelope or bag, and cut open!


Cut between popsicle sticks, taped tracks or along hole-punched line


Glue various materials to a sheet and give your child instructions to cut from macaroni to spaghetti, from leaf to Kleenex, etc. 
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Thumb and tall man!  Thumbs up!  Cut up!  


Move your paper hand!





Use thick paper and thick paths!








If your child can snip:


Cut straws


Cut licorice, gum sticks


Cut other foods – cheese strings, fruit-to-go


Cut paper food (bananas, carrots, etc.)


Make money or tickets and use in pretend play


 “Feed” an animal snips of paper


Make a cutting box in which child can sit and snip without making a mess!











If you child can follow a path 


while cutting along straight, curvy, and zigzag lines:


make hair and glue on pictures


paper chain


sun rays


from dot-to-dot, sticker to sticker, hole to hole or stamp to stamp


draw achievable shapes around other shapes in craft projects








